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At the moment, however, I do not wish to say anything about
uutouchability to the caste-Hindu parents. Will they not have
even simple compassion on their "untouchable" brothers? Is it
also in the Shastras to give them dirty, left-over food and pay
them as little as possible? I request all parents:

1.    Not to give Antyajas cooked food;

2.    to give them only uncooked grain;

3.    not to give them garments of foreign cloth or worn-out
and dirty clothes;

4.    to raise their wages, if they are low; and

5.    whatever they give, to give it with love.

I urge those Antyajas who may read this article to resolve that
they will not accept or eat rotten grain or left-over food or meat
and advise them to send their children to the national schools
which may be started for them.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 6-11-1921

176.   LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI

DELHI,
Silence Day [November 7, 192 F\l

CHI.  MAHADEV,

Dil means the self, because it means the heart. Tandurust
[healthy] is a hackneyed word. I wanted to write to you about
[the health of] your body, but how could I be content with wish-
ing you only physical health?

I always looked upon Parasram as a son though I saw his
faults. I have regarded you as a friend. I feel no hesitation in
welcoming Durga as a daughter at the very first meeting, Jamna-
lal has been persistently claiming to be a son, but somehow I
cannot put myself in the position of a father to him.

About one bhajan of yours, I felt, that I had read it. However,
why should not a similar one suggest itself to you? But I have al-
ready replied to you yesterday in this regard before your letter
reached me. Your thinking constantly about the atman during
your illness covered swaraj as well. It was not at all necessary to
think about swaraj separately*

1 From the references to Dil, tandurnst and a bhajan of the addressee, it is evi-
dent that this letter was written on the Silence Day immediately following the
one on October 31, 1921; vide "Letter to Mahadev Desai", 31-10-1921. .